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On September 27, 2025, the pipeline for exporting oil from the Kurdistan Region to European, Asian, and U.S. markets via
the Port of Ceyhan was reopened. Over the past month, an average of 188,221 barrels per day of oil from Kurdistan
Region fields reached buyers.

According to data from the State Oil Marketing Company of Iraq (SOMO) for October, the total oil exported from
Iraq—including Basra heavy and light crude, as well as Kirkuk oil, which includes Kurdistan Region oil—was 110,650,970
barrels.

The oil fields of the Kurdistan Region contributed 5,834,864 barrels to Iraq's total oil exports to global markets,
representing approximately 5% of the total exported volume.

In terms of export prices, according to the Middle East Economic Survey (MEES), Iraq exports three types of oil at prices
both below and above the daily prices of Brent and Texas crude to Asian, European, and U.S. markets. The most
commonly exported type of oil is Basra Light Crude, which reached 66 million barrels in the past month. This is followed
by Basra Heavy Crude at 38 million barrels and Kurdistan Region oil at 5.8 million barrels.

According to MEES, Kirkuk oil is exported from the Port of Ceyhan to European and U.S. markets, with the majority going
to Europe. Its price for October 2025 was approximately $2.9 higher than Brent and $1.5 higher than Texas crude. In this
context, Kurdistan’s exported oil in October traded at $68.89 per barrel for European markets and $63.29 per barrel for
U.S. markets, as shown in the table below.

Table 1: Prices of Iraq's Exported Oil by Type to Asian, European, and U.S. Markets in September and October 2025

Source: MEES Magazine, October 10, 2025, Issue 41

In practice, based on data prior to the halt of Kurdistan Region oil exports and statements from Iraqi and Kurdistan Region
officials, the oil exported from the Port of Ceyhan is shipped more to European markets than to U.S. markets.

Over the past month, these exports generated approximately $401 million in revenue. After deducting $16 per barrel for
the costs of oil-producing companies, the Kurdistan Region’s oil revenue allocated to the federal government amounts to

https://www.mees.com/vol/68/issue/41
https://www.mees.com/vol/68/issue/41
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roughly $308 million.

As shown in the table below, exports from the Kurdistan Region have contributed not only to increasing the overall
volume of exported oil but also to boosting revenue. In addition, diversifying the sources of Iraq’s and the Kurdistan
Region’s oil shipments to global markets can bring further benefits in the future. Furthermore, Kirkuk oil could
complement Kurdistan Region exports to European markets, where prices are higher than those of Basra Light and Heavy
Crude, regardless of the target market.

Table 2: Amount of Exported Oil and Sale Price by Global Markets in September and October 2025

Source: SOMO, November 2, 2025, Monthly Oil Export Report

Note: Total Iraqi oil revenue consists of exports to both Asian and European markets.

It is also worth noting that, to date, Wood Mackenzie, the company tasked with reviewing contracts and determining the
production cost per barrel for oil from the Kurdistan Region’s fields, has not yet begun its work. According to available
information, the primary reason is the absence of a clear mechanism or contract format for how the work should be
conducted. The tripartite agreement did not clearly define these procedures, and the consulting firm has requested
additional details before commencing its review.

Finally, the total oil exports from Iraq and the Kurdistan Region are destined for Asian and European markets, as
evidenced by September 2025 data, where total revenue reached $6.96 billion, and is expected to rise to $7.3 billion in
October 2025. This increase is attributable, in part, to oil from the Kurdistan Region.

The key question now is whether the Kurdistan Region’s contribution—approximately half a billion dollars to Iraq’s

https://somooil.gov.iq/researches/106
https://shafaq.com/en/Economy/China-and-India-drive-surge-in-Iraq-s-September-oil-exports
https://www.rudaw.net/sorani/business/031020251
https://www.iraq-businessnews.com/2025/10/29/iraq-announces-oil-exports-for-september/
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monthly oil revenue, which is likely to grow further with increased production and additional storage preparations—will
continue under the current oil export agreement through 2026, and whether it will resolve the concerns of international
companies regarding production costs and outstanding debts. Alternatively, will the post-election period trigger a new
round of negotiations and meetings?


